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Programme note

This piece was written to mark the election of Pope Leo XIV, the first pontiff born in the United States who served much
of his ministry in Peru. The work draws on thematic material from the national anthems of both countries: The Star-
Spangled Banner and EI Himno Nacional del Peru.

Using a technique of rotational arrays inspired by Stravinsky, short melodic fragments from each anthem are
restructured and developed. The first trumpet's pitch and rhythmic material is based on the U.S. anthem, transposed
into C major; the second trumpet uses material from the Peruvian anthem in F major, with chromatic variation.

Scored in the style of a fanfare, the music celebrates the Pope’s dual heritage and new ministry, blending two musical
identities into a single unified gesture.

Matt Geer



Matt Geer
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Duration: 2'00'

Dedicated to His Holiness Pope Leo XIV
in honour of his election to the Chair of Saint Peter, with prayers for wisdom, peace, and unity in his

pontificate
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