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for	trumpet
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2023



Memento	Mori	directly	addresses	the	ephemeral	nature	of	limited	time	and	invites	listeners	to	be	aware	of	individual
moments.	The	complex	rhythms	and	permutational	arrays	are	a	direct	reminder	of	time's	impermanence.	Often,	our
realisation	of	our	own	morality	can	warp	our	perception	of	time,	making	moments	seem	longer	or	shorter	depending	on
our	emotional	state.	This	work	invites	listeners	to	ponder	the	meaning	or	lack	thereof	in	their	own	life,	postulating	upon
an	existential	weight.	It	tries	to	captuere	the	tension	between	the	eternal	now	and	the	finite	human	lifespan,	while	the
trumpet	signifies	a	heraldic	listening	space.	There	are	moments	of	false	hope	and	death	during	the	inclusions	of
silence,	which	serve	as	a	poignant	reminder	of	the	end,	reinforcing	the	Memento	Mori	theme.	The	sound	and	silence
represent	two	aspects	of	consciousness:	one	being	the	stream-like	nature	of	awareness	and	the	other	being
punctuated,	event-based	perception	of	life's	milestones,	the	full	realisation	of	which	brings	us	closer	to	understanding
our	own	mortality.	Finally,	given	that	the	narrative	is	within	the	listener's	temporal	consciousness	rather	than	within	the
music	itself,	the	work	functions	as	a	conceptual	lens	through	which	the	listener	constructs	their	own	internal	narrative,
making	each	listener's	experience	uniique	but	tied	together	by	the	theme	of	mortality	and	time.	

Matt	Geer

Programme	note



Duration:	12'30''

For	Rebecca	Toal

Matt	Geer

Memento	Mori	
for	trumpet
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